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Abstract A study of youths involved in compensated dating in Hong Kong 2011
Table of Content
The hitting trend of Enjo Kosai originated from Japan landed in Hong Kong Pages
since 2005. The term Enjo Kosai or in English, Compensated Dating was used to be Acknowledgement 61
thought of as equal to teenage prostitution. However, with long term intervention and Abstract 62
investigation into the issue since our first identification of compensated dating cases Table of content 63
1. Introduction 64-65
in 2005 and the study about the issue launched in 2006, we identified that o
compensated dating is not merely a commercial sex trade issue, but also something 2. Background of the Study 66
closely related to teenage mental wellbeing, illegal drug use, parenting, trauma, cyber 3. Research methodology 67-72
4.  Literature Review 73-76

bullying, sex exploitation, cross boundary issue, etc.

In this research, we interviewed 57 participants involved in compensated dating. Both % Baskground-and.common charastertsticy amung the eompensated dating 7 7-93

male and female participants are talked with and 5 aspects were identified to be some youths

significant contributing factors to the trend of compensated dating among Hong Kong 6. Male compensated dating youths 94-95

adolescents. Among them are 1) Developmental Obstacles (lack of care, concern, 7. Factors affecting the participation of compensated dating 96-98
8.  Experiences and influences after the transaction 99-100

recognition, trust, autonomy, or conditional kind of love, and abusive or traumatic

experience in their childhood), 2) Material or Monetary Concept developed 9.  Participants’ perception on their participation in compensated dating  101-103

(significance of money, associate the social status with the value of products), 3) 10. Five aspects of youths’ psycho-social characteristics 104-111
Problem Solving Ability (support network, assertiveness, quick-fix culture), 4) Sex 11. Conclusion H2-118
Attitude (double standard of sexuality exist in Hong Kong, earlier or pre-martial sex 12. Intervention and recommendations 119-126
experience, casual sex in dating, knowledge ﬁom pornography), and 5) Self Identity 13. About CARE Project LS
(rapid body growth, new identity on sexual roles, autonomy from parents, negative Appendix 130-132
self worth). Of course, some other significant findings was also discussed in this study References 133-139
Members of working group 140

and hoped that this study could provide insight to the future intervention and support

to this teenage issue.
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A study of youths involved in compensated dating in Hong Kong 2011 With the concern about the wellbeing of our teenagers, we established the CARE

Project in 2009 to serve those teenagers involved in Compensated Dating. The major
1. Introduction

work focus is to link up the support of various parties, like parents, teachers, etc, to
Yang Memorial Methodist Social Service identified the problems related to understand, support and help the teenagers to prevent or relieve their problems
Compensated Dating in 2005 when some cases were identified involved in the activity suffered from the negative effect of the activity.
and conducted the first study in 2006 to understand the cause and effect of the activity.

The purpose of this study is to understand the causes, thinking and effect that
However, this hot activity drew more public attention in Hong Kong when a

related to teenagers’ involvement in Compensated Dating and try to figure out
16-year-old girl who involved in the Compensated Dating was murdered and
methods to better help the teenagers involved in the activity.
dismembered by her customer in April 2008.

Although a fatal event happened, Compensated Dating is still an increasing trend
among the teenagers in Hong Kong. Various surveys conducted with secondary
students in Hong Kong even showed their interest in participating Compensated

Dating irrespective of the traumatic physical and psychological harm that it may

cause.

In fact, with the popularity of the terminology that spread around the internet,
those curious individual youth, the commercial sex industry and the sex predators try
to take advantage of the convenience of internet communication to either involve in
the Compensated Dating activity or to lure and absorb teenagers to this sex activity.
As a result, we discovered that many teenagers suffered with STD, unwanted
pregnancy, robbed, physical hurt, raped and video taped of the transaction. Some
teenager’s personal information was even unveiled to the public via the internet after
the transaction. The problems are, therefore, not limited to physical and psychological

harm, but also public hygiene and ethics.
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2. Background of the Study 3. Research Methodology
Yang Memorial Methodist Social Service always concern about the wellbeing of 3.1 Purpose of the study

the teenagers. We also have a long history of concern and study on issues related to o
v To explore about the background and situation of the youths involved in
teenager prostitution and other sex related issues. Since carly 1980s, we have o
Compensated Dating in Hong Kong.
conducted the various studies about teenagers, especially girls, involved in various

v  To explore the factors affecting the participation of compensated dating
commercial sex businesses. We have try to understand their problems, suffers, and

v To explore the negative experiences and influences of youths involved in
consequences due to their involvement in the sex business. In 2005, we identified -
Compensated Dating
some teenagers involved in the newly emerged activity called “Compensated Dating” . |
v To formulate suggestions and service plans for the Compensated Dating
and reported with various negative results due to their involvement in the activity. So, .
issue.

in 2006, we conducted the first Case Study about the issue of Compensated Dating in

Hong Kong and the result was released to the public in 2007. 3.2 Definition of Terms:

Also, in 2007 we conducted another study about the messages related to 3.21 Origin of “Compensated Dating”

Compensated Dating on the internet. The main purpose of the study is to understand

Compensated Dating comes from a Japanese term “Enjo kosai”, with ‘enjo’
how the activity is operating on the internet? How people could be involved, whether

meaning subsidy and ‘kosai’ meaning companionship or association. It is originated in

they are the teenagers, the pimps, the whoremaster, etc? The ideology and message

Japan during 1990s where older men give money or luxury gifts to attractive women
related to the information on the Compensated Dating websites, etc, are also

for their companionship, and possibly sexual favors. Most will consider Compensated
investigated. The two studies were combined and published in 2008 in order to let the

Dating as a juvenile prostitution because it involved a trade between the girl’s body
public understand more about the activity as well as the teenagers involved.
and the luxury goods. There is no love, loyalty, personality consideration, life-long

commitment between both of them. Some girls involved will claim it as a kind of

dating with older boy friend or having a ‘sugar daddy’.

The definition of Compensated Dating was very controversial among Japanese
and the Hong Kong public. Although most regard it as another type of schoolgirl

prostitution, however, as sexual transaction is not necessarily a part of the duty
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exchange while the decision-making authority is more in the girl’s hands, so most 3.2.2 Conceptual Definition of ‘Compensated Dating’ in this study :

teenagers still believe it as different from prostitution. They are not totally wrong,
v  Itis the transaction that boys or girls :

especially because it may involve non-sexual activities such as shopping, karaoke ys or girls who try to get money, luxury gifts or other
material rewards through the exchange i ; : .
singing and “Part-time Girlfriend”. It is possible for the girls to keep their regular life, s ge of their own companionship, possibly
_ _ ) o ) _ with sexual favors, with an adult.
including school while participating 1n Compensated Dating. Moreover, 1t charges
¥ The transaction or service could inclu ' :

higher for Compensated Dating transaction when comparing to a prostitute. So, many de the use of their body, voice, underwear,
) time or activities like dating, havin ingi .
teenagers believe it as higher class doing Compensated Dating like courtesan, and & g meal, singing, oral sex, or other various
. . ) o forms of sex activities.
hence, are more willing to participate in the activity.
¥  Material or money return is the major concern of the teenagers. There is no love

In fact, there were different discussions about Compensated Dating in Japan too. g loyalty, personality consideration, life-long commitment between both of th
. 5 of the

In Japan, even a middle-aged married woman will use the term of “Compensated transaction parties.

Dating” to provide her services. It therefore includes people of different ages who do v The major participants of this study are those who h involved i
ave involved in

the transaction. Different scholars like Fukutomi Mamoru, 1997 and Udagawa Yoshie, “Compensated Dating”. Prior to that, they have no experience in doi
’ g nce in doing any

2007 has different definition about the use of the terminology. Some focused on the commercial sex business or planning to involve in commercial sex busi
usiness as

origin of the phenomenon and define it as transaction of the schoolgirls and other has their future career.

the definition included also those commercial prostitutes who took advantage of the v  In Japan, there is also service offered by boys to the middle aged lled
aged women calle

popularity of the name, Compensated Dating” to sell their sex business. gyaku-enjo-kdsai. Since we have never contacted any service target who do this

transaction in Hong Kong, this group of people will not be discussed in this

In Hong Kong, the definition of “Compensated Dating” is also controversial
study.

among different parties. Like Japan, those already involved in the commercial sex
' “Compensated Datj.n 73 al’ld “En‘o— k._ T “ N .
business also claim themselves as doing “Compensated Dating”. This made our g jo- kosai” may be used interchangeably in this

report.
provision of service more complicate since the need and problem faced by a
commercial prostitute and the school youth who participated in the transaction may be
different. We, therefore, have the main focus about those who have not participated in

any sex industry before their participation in “Compensated Dating” in order to make

a clear understanding about the need of this target group.
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. Giat Still a few of the cases were referred by the police, friend or boyfriend of the
3.23 Sex worker or prostitute

In this study, we try to make it clear about the different definition between case, customers, etc.

i i i they are people who offer sex | |
prosies s conp S R b Of course, we also approach some of the case through our internet service but the

. . al
i i e, masturbation, or other types of sexu -
service to customers like oral sex, intercours e

contact, coital activity or erotic acts. Usually, the prostitutes are named whore or

hooker. Traditionally, they are working in specific venue and offering sex service as 3.4 Methodology

1 1 i - an brothels and nightclubs.
i e Thoy e ol T e As Compensated Dating emerges in Hong Kong for only about 6 years and there

Participants of the Study are limited studies about the issue. It is therefore very difficult to find any supporting
3.24 articipants o

documents and reference. The study try to use the Exploratory Study to investigate on
5ol i i ensated Dating. Age under _
The participants are those who have involved in Comp the condition and situation faced by the youths involved in Compensated Dating.
24. They can either be students, working, part-time worker or unemployed. They have

involved in any prostitution work or considering involving in prostitution work The data collected were analyzed using general qualitative analyses. The data
never invo

. collected will be group to different theme and related coding will be made for
as their future career.

reference. Both the information from the teenage participants’ direct experience and

3.3 Sources of case referral the information supplement from the social workers would be collected for analysis.

; - he majority of our cases are N . . | | |

It is found from our work experience that the majority e fing of s sy s g ool e oo of e cenages
i ho involved in compensated |

approached through referral. Still some of the cases who volved n Compensated Dating s the sear within D 2007 0 an 2011

dating come to approach us through knowing our service on the internet, radio

broadcasting or through direct contact with us while we have the sex education 3.5 Limitation of the study

service in school. 1 : The data were collected mainly by in-depth case interviews and social workers’

A the referrals, those referred by the teachers and school social worker observations. The difficulties in approaching the sufficient number of cases for
mong the referrals,

anked the most. Besides, we have cases referred by the parents, classmates, social interview may cause some limitations to the result of this study.

T i e . ’

i ' rkers, probation officers, etc. " .. . . .
workers from IFSC, outreaching social wo P 2 : With the limited human resource and time to explore the various areas that is

related to compensated dating, the findings maybe limited to a certain areas only.

D.ARE..ccccccccccccceccs
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3.6 Research Findings

Basic Information

Period: late 2007- early 2011 (involved in compensated dating)

Participants: 57 youths with experience in compensated dating. All with no previous

experience in any sex business. (9 males and 48 females)
The finding in this study discovered a rise in the number of male cases involved in

compensated dating.

Education:  Primary 6 — tertiary education. (Involved in compensated dating)

Age: 11-22 (with over 70% below the age of 17)

Family relationship: Isolated, with majority of the parents are divorced

Living District: ~ Kowloon 34, New Territories 19, Hong Kong Island 4
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4. Literature Review

The trend of Compensated Dating landed in Hong Kong since 2005 when Yau
Tsim Mong Integrated Centre of Youth Development of Yang Memorial Methodist
Social Service identified a few cases involved in the activity. In 2006, Yau Tsim Mong
Integrated Centre of Youth Development conducted the first research in Hong Kong
studying the cause, effect and the trend of Compensated Dating. The study
interviewed 6 girls who have involved in the transaction and also explored how the
transaction was spread among the different websites. The study report was uploaded
to the website of Yang Memorial Methodist Social Service in 2008 with the report
name of “A study of girls involved in compensated dating in Hong Kong” and tries to

raise the public concern about the negative effects that might be related to the activity.

In fact, the issue of Compensated Dating drew more public attention in Hong
Kong when a 16-year-old girl who involved in the Compensated Dating was
murdered and dismembered by her customer in April 2008. Although a fatal event
happened, Compensated Dating is still an increasing trend among teenagers in Hong
Kong. With the seriousness of the problem, various other surveys conducted later with
secondary students in Hong Kong to increase public concern, especially about the

traumatic physical and psychological harm that it may cause.

One of this is the survey conducted with 1,214 lower secondary students of the 7
schools in Tseung Kwan O by the Evangelical Lutheran Church Social Service Hong
Kong in 2009. % of the students are willing to and also accept their friends to get
money through the exchange of their own body, and possibly sexual favors with the

strangers. 4.1% also don’t mind it being known by friends. Another 68.9% accept

| : 73
c -A.R.E. 0000000000 00000000



Y

ﬁ%
e B
00000000000000000@0 m%(m ,,;Emf;a

C.A.R.E. Project

BB
E
Q.OO‘Q‘Q..QQ....’.O %ﬁﬁﬁ&

C.A.R.E. Project

having sex with people under the age of 16. And 13.5% accept having sex with

people under 14.

In 2009, the survey by the Hong Kong Christian Service came just after a grisly
court case in July in which a 24-year-old man was jailed for life for murdering a
16-year-old girl he met over the Internet. Of 586 youngsters aged 12 to 20 questioned,
34 percent said they would consider offering compensated dating as a full-time job.
Sixty percent of those who said they would consider compensated dating said they
would do it mainly to earn quick cash, while 23 percent said they would do it for their
own sexual gratification. They also believe that compensated dating is different from
commercial sex activity and some believe compensated dating as a kind of courtesan,

which means, high-class prostitute.

In the same year, the survey of compensated dating conducted by The Hong
Kong Association of Sexuality Educators, Researchers & Therapists Limited
(HKASERT) interviewed 2966 students and 40 social workers. The results disclosed
that 4.6% of the interviewed students are interested to try compensated dating and
about 45% of the interviewed students believe it as a mutual beneficial social activity.

6.6% claimed that they know some friends involved in compensated dating.

According to the study by Wallace, K C SHIU of Hong Kong Baptist University
in 2009 on the Re-thinking of compensated dating problem in Hong Kong, he
reminded the public about the need to hear the voice of the girls involved in

compensated dating and also queried about the general perception of compensated

dating activities.

In 2010, another survey conducted by the Evangelical Lutheran Church Social

Service Hong Kong, polled 1,110 children in primary Five to Secondary Three. The

survey indicated that about 4 percents of the respondents accept to have sexy or naked
picture taken and 1 percents accept having intimated or sexual contact in exchange for

payment.

Amongst these studies conducted in Hong Kong, we can have a preliminary
picture about the view values of the teenagers in the contemporary time. Especially, it
reminds us that most teenagers consider compensated dating as an ordinary part time
Job instead of one of prostitution. They think compensated dating to be a casual job
which is lack of restriction and can be quitted at anytime. However, the information

about the cause and difficulties faced by the teenagers, especially those involved in

compensated dating, is still very limited.

In Taiwan, the studies and discussions about compensated dating are a lot more.
Josephine Chuen-juei Ho (1999) in “the dialogue with Mickey Chen” has talked about
the special function of compensated dating in the contemporary culture of marriage.
She claimed that this activity can help those who is failed in the marital market and

can also enhance the self determination of women, especially over their own bodies.

Cathy T.H.CHEN (2002)has shared her experience about how compensated
dating has been functioned in Japan. She shared that “Enjo kosai”, which is originated
in Japan during 1990s does not have any meaning about sex trade originally. It is
popular in Tokyo and Osaka area where older men give money or luxury gifts to
attractive women for their companionship. But this activity was then framed by the
commercial sex business as something related to some sexual favors. For most
involved girls, they will consider Compensated Dating as a normal transaction

because it involved a trade between the girl’s efforts for the luxury goods.

74 ; 75
|
| ©o®®® n B E 0000000000
c-n-H-E-.ooo.ooocooo.o . . L0000 000@®



BB T
) e =
000000"“"””". e 00600000000000000000 @ﬁ@

C.A.R.E. Project FEpS M S E LT
C.A.R.E. Project

Li Zongxian (2003) discussed about the compensated dating phenomenon in S. Case Background and common characteristics am th h
ong the yout

Taiwan. He identified the low self identity of the girls who have involved in involved in compensated dating
compensated dating and how their urge for love and caring from their families. This
Occupation - Student 4 :
reminded us of the importance of the understanding about the internal world of the ent 43/ Unemployed 8/working 6
girls involved in compensated dating. Previous sex experience : Yes 44/ No 13
The annual report 2009 of the Garden of Hope Foundation pointed out that since 5.1 Case background

the adoption of the Child and Youth Sex Trade Prevention Act in 1996, and the

. ) . . . a. How to geti i o
placement of girls in the Midway School, the cases identified with relation to get involved in compensated dating:

compensated dating through the internet still recorded a rising figure. This reflected a Tistariat
rising need of the relevant service. They then introduced the online outreaching

Approaching the compensated dating websites internationally 19

service in order to tackle the issue. They further pointed out in their electronic news

A : : . .
2010-07-31 http://enews.url.com.tw/goh/59112 that the lack of legislation on the age pproaching the compensated dating websites accidentally 13
limit to approach the chat room and discuss forum may give convenience to those sex Online game 3
.‘ business or sex predators to lure the teenagers into the sex industries. They highly Online friends / online agent (pimps) 1
|
| recommend the Taiwan government to control and have law enforcement on
Friends
pornographic matters circulate on the internet and set up the age limit for approaching |
Introduced by friends 14
to the pornographic websites.
: Other
The studies and actions in Taiwan reflect their concern over the impact of 1
, Inside the public place of entertainment 4

compensated dating. According to the major studies and discussions about |

) , (Approached b inci
compensated dating there, the reasons for their participation are (1) poor personal PP oG oy eustomer sotdentally)

value, (2) influence of the internet and mass media, (3) the material urge or

mammonism, and (4) poor family relation. Our study will discuss whether these

From th i -
factors also influence the teenager in Hong Kong. ¢ above figures we can see that the majority of youths (66%) participated

in compensated dating through the internet. Still, some come across with compensated

dating with other means like being introduced by friends. This figure tells us that the
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h to handle the issue of compensated dating cannot only targeting on the Goods selling: selling underwear (can be undressed by customer from the girl’s
approach to

blem or number of posts and advertisements over the internet. A multi-dimension body with higher price) or photos (sexy or in specially requested wears)
pro

i i i better help the youths from being
ieention should b devcloped i €r%E ’ Online: To do the pimp service online like an agent or middleman.

affected by the negative consequences of compensated dating.

Other: ~ Charge customer for traveling, threaten or cheating the customers, getting

b. Number of transaction commission through introducing friends to do compensated dating.

. . 5 a . 20
imum saction as disclosed by the participant 18 over | | | |

The maximum number of tran As we can see, compensated dating transaction can involve different methods

i ithi icipants told us that they have posted their own o | |

times within 3 months. Some particip T

advertisement once or twice only but received in private message over a thousand

dating. This is also why most involved teenagers still believe it as something different
' h the customer’s referral in their reports. ‘
responds and requests for transaction throug from prostitution. Some work in the way like a Part-time Girlfriend (PTGF) and will

Rate of increment in the past 5 years (Oct 2007-Mar 2011) claim to their friends or social workers as having an “older boyfriend” or having a
c ate of case inc

‘sugar daddy’ and got the luxury goods as gifts from their “boyfriends”. Also, as the

P ] i of cases being served was recorded in the . . o ‘ .
A six times increment in the number 5 decision-making authority is more in the girl’s hands to choose the customers and the

i i from 9 cases served in 2007 to
period between late 2007 to the first season of 2011 (fro e o i Bt B e e e e

over 60 cases served in early 2011) prostitution where the whores have no freedom to choose customers or to decide

f ti when to do the transactions.
d. Types of transactions

e i 1 ensated dating transaction in various ways. These Since compensated dating transaction seems different from prostitute and have a
The youths do the comp

covert nature, this minimized the negative impression of the teenagers over
included:

compensated dating. Furthermore, the hidden transactions means used among

. y ; . ] irl Friend (PTGF), Party
Part time (without sex intercourse): Part Time Girl Fn ( different youths also cause a lot of difficulties to our intervention.

Partner, Other companion activities like shopping, dating, dining, film watching, etc,

and other intimate touch like hugging, kissing for rewards. e. Appearance of the customer

Part time (with sex / intercourse): TRADE (blow job, hand job, sex intercourse) Most teenagers believed that they can choose the customer in doing the
art time - *

transaction and they also think that they will only have transaction with some good
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looking guys. However, the customers they encountered are of different age and

appearance, according to what they described:

1. Old aged, ugly or disgusting (the deal usually happened in the first transaction
when the teenagers do not know how to reject or when they are greatly in need of

money) °
2. Young (believed to be students below 30)

3. Appearance not bad (acceptable, guess the customer to be good looking when he

was young in before)
4.  good looking, just a bit old !

From the description of the youths, we cannot find any wording like handsome,
attractive, young and good-looking, things like that, as most usually wanted. In many
situations, they may even promise to deal with the customers they regarded as
disgusting, especially when they are in need of money or in the time when they do not
know or not dare to reject. Some of the girls also said that they do the transactions
only because they want to help their homosexual girlfriends to pay the debts. They
have neither interest in men nor any curious in having sexual intercourse. These shake

their beliefs on the self-determination authority in compensated dating transactions.

Customer backgrounds

The customers they contacted are mostly strangers connected through the
internet. Some have familiar customers introduced by friends. The backgrounds of the
customers including businessmen, lawyers, university staffs, teachers, disciplinary

force, students, member of the triad society, common people, etc. Most believed in
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what their customers told them and some believed the customer to be very rich as they
sometimes got luxury gifts like the smart phones, branded handbags, etc from the

customers and was sometimes picked up by the customers with expensive vehicles.

f.  Time they will do the transaction

Compensated dating can be happened in almost anytime like daytime (ran-away
from school), after school, evening, overnight, etc. In fact, the transaction happened
anytime when the teenagers wanted to and of course, with customers available. This is

also why ran-away from school is common among these students. Of course, the

transaction will also happen during school vacation.

Time when they are looking for transaction opportunity

The transaction happened when there are in need of money, in bad mood, like
feeling depress, lonely, sad, bored, curious, etc. We will talk in detail on the following

part of predisposing and precipitating factors in compensated dating transaction.

g. Place of transaction

Transactions can be done in anywhere. These includes, public places (cinemas,
restaurants, karaoke room, shopping mall, staircases, parks, etc) or places like hotel,

residential apartment, office, workplace, inside the car, yacht, or even outside Hong

Kong.

Since they lack the alertness about their safety, some youths were being robbed,

raped, video shot and threaten or blackmailed by their customers.

Reason for re-participating in compensated dating

' 81
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The reasons for re-participating in transaction happened when they are in need of (1) Commodity consumption :

I njoying the luxury goods and | |
ey o b ot A p—— In observing the consumption patterns of our participants, 2 main types of

; . it di o reject the urge from their customers. _ o ‘ N
entertainments while other found it difficult to re) - consumption patterns were identified: Money expenses on daily necessities

_ ) ) ion process of getting praise and attention B e g ”» " .
Still some said that they enjoy the transaction p g (something in “need”) and other extra expenses on commodities or services they are

and felt being loved and cared. interested (something they “want” to possess).

i i i i t of perpetuating factors in
e e e e R o A. Basic need required: food, transportation, school fee, stationary, etc.

compensated dating transaction.

B. Other expenses ' For entertainments like peers gathering, shopping, or for

commodities like branded handbag, clothing, smart phone, gifts for friends, etc.

isti ouths involved in compensated .
52 The common et s e The about reasons may exist individually or interweaved together. Some need the

dating money for some basic need because the family cannot support. Some of the
In this study, we try to explore in more detail about the individual developmental participants even need the money to help paying the debts of the parents. It is
issues, social background and the present situation of the participants, including their expressed by our participants like “I rather earn money by myself than asking from
family relationship, school relationship, peer relationship and other significant life | my annoying mother!”

ici s. In the following sessions, we will try to | | |
erens ety e e The sense of “face” was important under the teenage developmental period with

discuss the issues faced by the participants according to individual, peer, guidance,

the ability to buy and show the branded goods in front of the friends, and pay for food
) . i derstand the Predisposing factors,
family and social aspect. Also, we will try to under and entertainment for friends. Also the influence of peer pressure can also lead to the

: ici ? icipation
Bl tors that lead to participants’ participa _ ) ) o .
Precipitating factors and Perpetuating fac owning of symbolic goods to improve personal visibility and in turn, a sense of self

and continued involvement in compensated dating confidence among the friends. This could be identified from their wording like "I

need over a thousand dollar to buy that pair of dancing shoes. This is so trendy and

should be admired by friends!”
52.1 Individual factors :

Some of the participants need the money to pay for the thousand dollar mobile

: to their participation in compensated ‘ | | |
i eplomng e peont e T e i ) fee. The major charges were found on their text message and online fee. Most claimed

dating, the following factors are identified;
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that. “I can’t survive without the smart phone!” all these reflected how much they

concern about the connection and linkage with peers in this developmental period.

The craving in money for daily expenses and commodity expenses reflect their

tangible need as well as their psychological need of attachment to peers and a higher

self-identity.

(2) Curiosity and sex gratification *

Interest about sex and relationship are the normal developmental need of the
teenagers. Other than knowing sex from friends, films, TV programs and internet
websites become the most affordable and convenient medium to acquire such
information. For most participants, compensated dating is a fresh new event that has
some implication about sex. The curiosity about sex and the eager to experience sex
can be identified from the frequent expression of our participants, “really want to try
sex that I never experienced before”. Even more there are some participants who try
to re-experience the sex pleasure after they have several sexual transactions with the

customers. As it is always a taboo to talk about sex in the traditional Chinese culture,

most teenagers cannot get the proper knowledge about sex through the proper channel.

Even they are willing to ask, they cannot get the appropriate responses from parents
or even from the teachers. The search of sex information from the various websites,
without the guidance on good or bad, can cause a lot of problem. Some of the
participants were fell into the traps of the sex predators or the pimps and start their

first compensated dating transaction while they are just looking for sex information.

(3) Sense of belonging :

The sense of recognition and appreciation is important to many people, so do the

teenagers. Some participant told that they do compensated dating in order to get the

sense of belonging and recognition.

a. The ability to earn — The ability to earn money, especially gets over $7,000 a
month is a huge a mount to our teenagers. This ability gives them a sense of power
and in Chinese wording, “face”. The ability to buy and show the branded goods in
front of the friends, and even pay for the entertainment fee for friends let them also
feel superior because peers of similar age cannot earn that sum. This also gives them a
sense of independence because they can buy anything without the permission of the

parents. That’s why some participants said, “I’'m only a teenager but can earn more

than most adults!”

b.  Social status — The ability to know people of different background not only
expand their horizon, or feel superior to friends, but also let them approach more
customers to earn more money. Other than that, some feel themselves as helping
professional as they can sometimes let some customers feel happy. Some participants
express like this, “The customer feel good and praise my service. I feel really happy
about that!” Some participants also feel happy as they found the customers give them
praise in their “transaction report” on the websites. This can be understood in wording

like, “I enjoy reading the customers’ report on the internet!”

c. Concern about individual attractiveness and visibility— During the stage when
personal identity is of prime concern, teenagers tend to concern a lot about their
appearance. Most participants used a lot of money earn from compensated dating in

buying clothing, smart phones, cosmetics, etc, in order to show off in front of their

84 _ - .
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i i 522 Peers :
friends. The owning of symbolic goods has the important function to improve

personal visibility among friends. Peers play a significant function in the development of the teenagers. They can

have:
(4) Care and concern -

Most participants told us about the broken attachment with their family members ; (1) Reinforcing factors:

(this will be discussed in more detail in the later part about the family system). The Some participants participate in compensated dating through the invitation from
poor family relation cause a lot of problems like poor emotion, low self esthamm, Bk friends (mostly classmates). Before participating in compensated dating, most
some participants told us that they do compensated dating for at lease they got e believed that it is safe and interesting because their friend also tried before and earn
praise, care and gifts from their customers. As what the participants said, “Somefimes good money. The friends’ good experience together with their trust about their friends
I feel lonely and just looking for some companion through compensated dating. 1 hate let them participate in the activity. Some expressed that, “our friends also try
being alone!”. This urge for intimacy reflects the need of the participants to get care compensated dating without any problem, I don’t think it will happen to me!”
and concern from the other which they may have long missed in their families.

(2) Normalization:

(5) Autonomy - J

With friends also participated in compensated dating, their feeling toward it
. : s 1
Most teenagers believe compensated dating as different from prostitution as sexua

become more normal. Also, as they tried with some good experiences, they tend to
transaction is not necessarily a part of the duty exchange while the defion Eing desensitized about the negative affect of the action. This can be seen in wordings like,
authority is more in the teenagers’ hands. They believed that they can have Sligloe in “I don’t think it is a big problem doing compensated dating. Many teenagers also do
their customers, transaction contents, transaction location, etc. They feel superior that!”

when talk about some of their ‘good experiences’ like going to high class restaurant or

like courtesan. men but just have to do the transaction because they need to help their ‘girlfriends’ to

pay the debts. Some who have introduced the friend for a meal with a business man

only finally resulted in sex transaction. In order to share the friend’s sorrow and also,

e ‘- )
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as a sense of togetherness, they try calling the business man for sex trade too. “I feel

'!,

sorry to let my close friend having the sex transaction with that man

(4) Teenagers prefer to identify with their peer groups by merging their individual
identities with that of the group. In order to gain the sense of belonging, together with
the persuasion by friends, the participants crave money (0 own brand-name luxuries to
gain satisfaction and recognition from friends. These reflect their lack of confidence
and the fear of feeling different among the friends. They believe that “People believe
you are higher class and will not look down on you if you carry an expensive hand

‘9!

bag

(5) The craving for money to own brand-name luxuries to gain satisfaction and
jealousy from friends also reflect their need of peer recognition. It is especially the
case when they are in the period of identity development. The frequent interaction
with peers can lead to social comparison. Also, the endorsement of materialistic
values in our society encourage the owning of symbolic goods to improve personal
visibility. Under the influence of the value of “face’, participants keep on earning the
money from compensated dating to pay for peers’ entertainment and even to help the

close friends to pay the debts.

(6) Peers play the significant role in the development of the teenagers, especially
when it is involved in some important decision making. Most teenagers tend to
believe in peers’ experience, and also think that the peers understand them the most.
Also, there are increasing conflicts between adolescents and parents due to their
divergent view on everyday issues, such as personal decisions, dating and rights.
Hence, adolescents tend to seek relationships that give value to their perspectives and

ensure that feelings are understood and they will easily go to their peers. In many

38

participants’ experience, they start compensated dating with the invitation by friends

and also seek their help on issues like terminating pregnancy and treating sexual

transmitted diseases.

5.2.3 Family factors :

Family relationship also pay a significant part to teenager’s participation in

compensated dating ;
(1) Family relation and communication pattern :

Feeling of isolation within the family is the common affection of most
participants. The communication was full of blaming, comparison, aggression, lack
acceptance, etc. These made the teenagers believed their parents to be uncaring or
cold and so, their need of relatedness cannot be fulfilled. Participants, therefore, don’t

want to ask for support from parents, “I don’t want to have their help. They keep

blaming!”

Some expressed that, “my parents do not believe me!” The inability or lack of
knowledge of the parents to handle the trauma faced by their children in dealing with
the sex abused experience in their childhood also let some of our participants feel bad

and uncared. Some participants also disclosed that they feel shameful about their own

bodies and have a negative concept about themselves.

Most of our participants can only experience an ‘If’ style love. Some recalled
their parents always used money to ‘encourage’ them to get higher marks in school
and some was required to behave in order the get the love or toys from their parents.

“They always blame me! They praise only if I score high marks in school.” These let
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them feel secure from earning money and believed that if they want to get love,

affection and recognition from the others, they need to have done something for the
other’s favor. These may be the reasons why some of the participants can easily

follow what the customers request them to do in the transactions.

Instead of getting the praise and recognition from their parents, most participants
claimed that they always get the negative comments and blaming. “They always scold
me. I can never satisfy them or make them feel happy!” These increased the conflicts
and tensions between adolescents and parents. Some of the participants feel even

i i ing i when
worse when their parents keep on restating their compensated dating 1ssues even

they have stopped already.

Parental concerns are important. Proper support, recognition, care and trust are
important to the growth of the children and can also lead to the healthy development

of them to cope with their problems and prevent them from participating 1n

compensated dating.
(2) Parenting -

Parenting needs some wisdom. It should not be too loose or too controlling. For
both can lead to some negative effects that may affect the motivation and decision

making abilities of the children *

Over-controlling parents tend to have too much care or attention to the daily
issues (including schooling, extra curricular activities, friends-making, entertainment,
interests, etc.) of the participants. They give no freedom and autonomy for the

children to decide. These developed both the dependency of the children or the urge
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for freedom and self determination. Some participants involved in compensated

dating just wanted to escape from the control and manipulation of their parents.

The lassie faire parents tend to give very little attention to their children. They
may have a lot of reasons (like busy working, full of personal problems, etc) that
cannot allow them with much time and efforts to take care of their children. “I meet
my father for once or twice a week. It seems like I have no father!”, “They keep
working. I feel like money is more important than their daughter!” Participants in this
significant period of the psychological developmental need care, attention, linkage
with significant others, and look for love and belonging. The inability to fulfill these

needs let them look for compensation through compensated dating.

(3) Behaviors of the Parents :

The behaviors of the parents pose another factor significant to the development
of the children. The couple relation can be one factor affecting the psychological
development of the children. According to the description of the participants, most of
their parents have poor couple relation (like having extra marital affairs (EMA),

frequent conflicts, or divorced). The parental conflicts sometimes focused on their

children and make the children feel nervous.

Some of the participants question about the moral values of their parents because
they witnessed their parents having EMA and do not trust in true love. Some even

took revenge on their parent by doing compensated dating. All these affect a lot the

parent child relationship.

The endorsement of materialistic values by their parents causes another influence.

Some participants recalled their parents always used money to ‘encourage’ them to
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get higher marks in school and let them feel secure from earning money. Some learnt materialism and sexuality in Hong Kong society make some participants to feel
from the parents that girl marry wealthy men are worth to be praised. When teenagers acceptable to have sex trade for money. As most participants said, “Who don’t want to
see their parents are becoming crazy with the stock market, together with the engage with the wealthy man? If I can get what I wanted (quality life and
normalization of casual sex. It is no strange to Sce teenagers participating in entertainment) from him, I don’t mind whether he marry me or not!”

compensated dating for quick money. (3) Popularity of the internet :

The development of computer technology makes interpersonal communication

. . and information gathering easier. At the same ti i i i
— Gkl Tackors g g e time, the information on the internet,

whether age appropriate or not, need some wisdom and guidance to digest. Some
Social atmosphere play a significant role in developing the mind of our

participants are connected via the internet to the pimps or those who just want to have
teenagers -

the sex liaison with them. As told in the previous session, most (over 66%)

, e ' participated in Compensated Dating through internet communication and eventually
! (1) Mammonism and materialism |

suffered with various harm.
While the adults are crazy with the stock market, teenagers also learnt about the

idea of earning quick money and have everything in a quick-fix, “Everyone are using
the smart phone now, I hate to be teased about outdated”, “I cannot wait buying ﬁ

trendy goods”. Together with the normalization of casual sex in magazine that many |
I

adult women are praised to have sex relationship and be the mistress of the wealthy
men. This double standard of materialism and casual sex contribute to the

materialistic lust of ‘Compensated Dating’ among adolescent girls in Hong Kong.

(2) Adult world *

The development of capitalism and commercialism cause great change in the
social culture. Magazines everyday talk about adults have pre-martial sex, one

nightstand, adultery, watch pornography and can buy sex from prostitutes and artists.

All these have implanted into the girls’ mind unconsciously. The double standard of
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6. Male compensated dating youths Mainland prostitutes who may not have venereal disease because of youthfulness and

_ zero experienced with male sex partner. This h i
P S p myth makes the customer more intended

to have the sex intercourse with the lesbian girl with i i
. - . be 1 0y 1 0
also the boys. However, it is different from the service of gyaku-enjo-kosai that done : FAEEED €8 s S

actually put these girls in greater danger and i ith hi i
by the males in Japan to serves the mature women. From our service experience, all o d ke T L i Foghen Biice &

getting pregnancy or suffering from v i i z :
the participants identified are serving the customer of the same sex, male. And the & cnereal diseases while engaging in

‘Compensated Dating’. The psychological dil i i i illi
male teenagers participated in compensated dating are all with homosexuality. > o o I DR AR SRl

partner also causes them with serious stress that need much care and counseling

Before participating in compensated dating, all 9 participants used to make new intervention.
friends through the internet websites, especially the websites for the homosexual
groups. As they are already used to the friend making mechanism through the internet
forums, they do not have much worry about the danger that may happened in the
| transaction. Money or other material returns are also the major intention of the boys to

participate in compensated dating. But friend making is the significant intention of the

male participants.

In fact, most male participants have similar reasons to the female participants in

their reason for participating in compensated dating. However, the male participants
face with another difficulty that their sexual orientation always faced with pressure
due to the lack of understanding by parents, teachers and peers. Their need and feeling
are always being ignore and difficult to speak out. It needs also a lot of caution and

patience to let the parents understand and accept their situation.

In fact, not only the male homosexual youths involved in compensated dating.
There are also some lesbian who participated in compensated dating too. However,
their situation is very much different from the male as most of their customers are

men of opposite sex. It is found that there is a myth among the customers that the

lesbian who involved in compensated dating are more beautiful and cleaner than
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7. Factors affecting the participation of compensated dating

Previous discussions by most people believed that some girls participated in
compensated dating in order to regain a sense of self worth, loose ethical value over
sex or due to material urge. In this study, we try to separate their reasons for
participating compensated dating with reference to (Predisposing factors),

(Precipitating factors) and (Perpetuating factors).

7.1 Predisposing factors

The 5 aspects to be discussed in point 10 are identified to be some of the major
predisposing factors contributed to the trend of compensated dating among Hong
Kong adolescent boys and girls. Among them are 1) Developmental Obstacles (lack
of care, concern, recognition, trust, conditional love, abusive or traumatic experience
in childhood), 2) Their Socialized Value Concept (significance of money, associate the

social status with the value of products), 3) Problem Solving Ability (support network,

assertiveness, quick-fix culture), 4) Sex Attitude (double standard of sexuality, earlier
sex experience, knowledge from pornography), and 5) Self Identity (rapid body

growth, autonomy from parents, negative self worth, etc).

However, other factors appeared in some of our participants also have significant
relationships to their participation in compensated dating. These include: 1) obedience
youths who can easily cooperate with the customer under rewards, 2) participants who
are very stubborn that make them difficult to look for other options in facing with the
problems, 3) Some of the clients who have high curiosity in sex and 4) those with

mental illness like Borderline Personality Disorder (BPD).
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7.2 Precipitating factors

For the precipitating factors, they include Financial Problem (debts, daily
expenses), Attraction of Quick Money (from internet, for luxuries, trendy and
glamorous brand products), Peer Pressure (comparison, bullying), Curiosity about Sex
and Compensated Dating (looking for sex experience), Adjustment Problem (new
environment, conflict with parents). All these are triggers to their participation in
Compensated Dating activity. However, those with the predisposing factors will be

more easily stimulated by the precipitating factors.

7.3 Perpetuating factors / factor for repeat participation

The perpetuating factors include 1) the unresolved problems in above, 2) the
urge to maintain the material life, 3) Peer subculture and support, 4) Pushing factor of
the family (conflicting relationship with the family members, feeling too much control
or too little care, etc.), 5) Gains from the transaction (material, care, praise, cozy

feeling, sex pleasure). All these factors keep the clients doing the activity.

Some regressed to the original compensated dating situation with some important
triggers like the persistent complaint, control or restriction from the parents that led to
the outbreak of their negative emotions. Some participant has found to have very high
sex urge. Even they were motivated to stop compensated dating after a period of
counseling, they still have the urge to look for casual sex through the internet that
need further support and treatment. Some due to the desensitized feeling toward

compensated dating and feel nothing about the action. Still other felt hopeless about

their future and keep on repeating the transaction.
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7 4 Protective factors that stop participants from continue participation 8. Experiences and influences after the transaction

There are few factors that can trigger the positive change. Among them are 1) the There are both the psychological and physical harm that are identified in the

egative experiences that are happening on the participants (physical harm, pregnancy, participants after they have participated in compensated dating;
n

i i i i i sonal information disclosed on the
i ot BB e v e Psychologically, they faced with a lot of struggles whether to stay or to go? They

. i feeling. 2) The improvement in relationship o - ‘ '
internet, etc) that cause serious bad g %) found it quite safe to do the transaction but still worry about things that they cannot

ici ir signi th ch as parents or boy-friend. 3) The - | |
between participants and their significant others su P imagine might happen to them, like worry about being video shot by the customers.

improvement in their condition or environment such as the debts got resolved. 4) The

s or insight gain through education, counseling and support by teachers, They felt bad and unethical to do the sex trade that they are taught in the
awarenes 1

ial workers, or other significant people of the participants. 5) Those with very conventional value not to do so. They felt sorry both to the parents and the boy-friend.
social w ;

ind also stop them from continue participation in compensated dating At the same time, they want to keep doing the transaction for they are used to have
nervous min

because they feel really scare and worry a lot about the consequences. much money for their expenses.

Some felt worry about some customer who like to do the video shoot and have

the transaction video circulated on the internet. Some were threatened by the pimp
with the video of their transaction and have to keep doing compensated dating or
other sex trade. Some have their personal information disclosed by the customer in the
“customer report” on the internet. Other feel embarrass when they were identified by

the customer while they are hanging out with friends.

The most sad feeling express by the participants are the non acceptance, blaming
and cold attitudes that the parents express to them. So of the participants had
attempted suicide, doing other self harm actions or resort to drug taking in resolving

their bad feeling.

Physically, some participants expressed having insomnia, vomiting, or flashback

(like keep having the smell or scent of the customer). More often the case is infected
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with sexually transmitted disease (STD), pregnancy, being raped, or experience
different form of violence. As their transaction is quite covert, it is difficult for them

to get access to relevant support on job security or other sex education.

Some are worry about the disclosure of their issue to the boy friend due to the

infection of STD.

Some participants lost their physical freedom because they were threaten or
blackmailed into compensated dating by the pimps or illegal society. Some got theft

and lose their personal properties.

In fact, most participants underestimated the potential dangers that might happen
in the transaction. They believed that they are either smart enough or having sufficient
protection. However, when asking about the background of the customers, most know
very little about that. They only know that their friends have transaction with the
customers before. That is why some of the participants finally faced with serious

trouble or harm through the transaction.

Of course, there are some participants disclosed that they can enjoy the pleasure
coming from sex. This is also why some participants look for sex and transaction

intentionally on the internet again and again.

100
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9. Participant’s perception on their participation in compensated

dating

From what is disclosed by the participants, most said that they knew some
friends or classmates also involved in compensated dating. They believed that quite
a lot of teenagers are now involving but not yet get known by any helping

professionals because it is too easy to try and to difficult to be identified.

There are double standards established in the value views among the participants.
On one hand, they find it advantageous doing the compensated dating transaction. On
the other, they cannot stand the consequences that come along with the transaction.
These double standards on sexuality and materialism make youths feel confusing. The

following are the confusing feelings described by most participants:

Ambivalence: The traditional Chinese values learnt by most teenagers like frugality
that discourage the possession of luxurious goods are contradictory to the materialistic
values of nowadays. Mammonism, casual sex and the quick fix culture are popular
among the adults. The double standards of materialism are, thus, formed and

contribute to the materialistic lust of ‘Compensated Dating’ among adolescent girls.

Love and hate: They feel love and cared in doing the transaction with someone who
praise them but don’t like the manipulation and suffer that came along with
compensated dating. Participants feel no regret to have sex and even willing to
comply to what the customer request if they are looking for sex intentionally but feel
bad to have sex with customers out of their expectation either in age or appearance. I

also enjoy sex, I don’t feel any problem!”
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Feel evil: some participants feel unethical and guilt because they do something hatred According to Dr. Akaeda Tsuneo’s (7 #18 #, 2003) medical consultation
by their boyfriends. Some even said to feel a lot of guilt when she see the boyfriend experience, many pregnant adolescent girls in his clinic told that iy bl
enjoying the electronic game of the smart phone that bought from the money of the love with boys because it is a comfortable and enjoyable sport. He found that when
transaction. “I do the compensated dating to buy that smart phone for my boyfriend. the girls are having sex with males, they may feel uncomfortable at the e T
But every time I see him playing the phone, I feel sad and sorry to him.” with more sexual experience or with several sexual intercourse experiences, thes o]

know how to feel enjoyable and comfortabl
Curious and scare: Most participants feel scare about the negative consequences like o

being video shot by customer, disclosing of personal information on the internet, Also, Dr. Akaeda stated that many parents just requests their R —
being threatened, being recognized when they are with friends. However, when hard and even consider them as ‘useless’ children. The lack of parental love and
thinking about the material return that came with the transaction, they feel interested affection may let them easier attract to the men if some men request the girl that they
to do it again. want to get her body, she felt delighted and prided because they seek to affirm the

sense of love.

Two different worlds: Some participants feel happy to be praised by the customers
and get the material rewards through the transaction. On the contrary, they feel lonely
and sad to be ignored or ill treated by the family members. As described by some
participant, “Tt seems like I am invisible in real life. I like the life is the compensated

dating would that I can be cared by patrons!” 1

Inability to relieve the previous unpleasant experience with the parents: Some

participants still have a lot of anger and hatred about the previous unpleasant
experience and harm done by their parents. Other want to prove that they are capable
to earn some money for the family and concern a lot about their parents even they

were always scolded by the parents as useless.

There are so many problems and negative consequences found relating to
compensated dating. So, why is it that stills so many teenagers, especially the girls

willing to participate? The article of Dr. Akaeda Tsuneo (2003), may explain.
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10. Five aspects of youths’ psycho-social characteristics

5 aspects were identified to be the major psycho-social characteristics and also
the predisposing factors contributed to the trend of compensated dating among Hong
Kong adolescent boys and girls. Among them are 1) Developmental Obstacles (lack
of care, concern, recognition, trust, conditional love, abusive or traumatic experience
in childhood etc.), 2) Their Socialized Value Concept (significance of money,
associate the social status with the value of products), 3) Problem Solving Ability
(support network, assertiveness, quick-fix culture etc), 4) Sex Attitude (double
standard of sexuality, earlier sex experience, knowledge from pornography etc), and 5)
Self Identity (rapid body growth, autonomy from parents, negative self worth, etc).
Their stories reminded us of the need to pay attention to the need of our youths

because these different levels of influence can also found among youths not involved

in compensated dating,

10.1 Developmental experiences

According to most participants, the developmental experiences, especially the
developmental obstacles have significant influence to their involvement in
compensated dating. Their developmental experiences can be understood in more
detail according to the following 4 aspects: 1) Family relationship, 2) Parenting

methods, 3) Couple relationship, 4) Unhappy or traumatic events experienced.

In family relationship, most participants lack positive communication with their
family members (parents or siblings). Blaming, scolding or negative comments are
the major communication and feedbacks that participants received from their family

members. These patterns of communication lead to poor or isolated relationship felt

by the participants.
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Two main types of parenting patterns are commonly found among the parents of
the participants. A) Over-controlling: these parents tend to have too much care or

attention to the daily issues (including schooling, friends-making, entertainment,

interests, etc.) of the participants or give only conditional kind of love to their children.

Therefore, participants got love from the parents only “if” they can fulfill what the
parents expected. Some participants regard their parents to be over manipulating, and
that, their personal interests were ignored by the parents. Most believed that the
parents need to adjust their parenting according to the developmental change of the
participants instead of keep treating them as a kid. They feel lack of freedom and not
being trusted by their parents. B) The other type of parenting is the lassie faire type.
Instead of offering much autonomous to the children, this type of parents give very
little attention to their children. They may have a lot of reasons that cannot allow them
with much time and efforts to take care of their children, especially that affected much
when their children is in primary 5 to secondary 3. This is the significant period of
both the psychological and physical development of the teenagers. They need care,
attention, linkége with significant others, and look for love and belonging. Both types
of parenting make some teenagers feel the lack of love and real concern and some of

participant, hence look for this concern throu gh compensated dating.

The couple relation of the parents can also affect the psychological development
of the children. According to the description of the participants, most of their parents
have poor couple relatioﬁ. About half of the parents of all participants were divorced.
Some of their parents have already living with the new partners or having extra
marital affairs (EMA). Some of the participants question about the moral values of the
adults and other do not trust in true love. Some even took revenge on their parent by

participating compensated dating. “I don’t understand why my dad divorced with my

c i 105
'- -A.R.Eu 0000000000000 00000



4)._ e ?;-.;J' oty o= : C'A.R.E- Project :

) O OEW FEpS M SR AE AT WU ' ¥ X X X

mum and made her so sad? I know he will be mad if I do the transaction. I want to

make him sad too!”

Unhappy or traumatic events experienced: About half of the participants have come
across with different level of: A) physical or mental harms — physical harm like
experienced of physical injury, the use of force, ignore, etc. “T don’t think they are my
real parents. They beat me like this!” B) Sexual abuse or harms they experienced are
mainly caused by the participants’ relatives or someone unknown. Participants
suffered with sexual abuse, especially harms caused by relatives can have significant
effects to the participants. They tend to have self blaming and regard themselves to be
the major fault. They believe themselves as dirty, unlovable or having sin. Some
participated in compensated dating in order to regain the sense of control, respect and
feel being loved. “T am no more a virgin. I have no more value to man. I don’t feel it a

problem to do the transaction!”

The above issues or experiences can exist individually or be interwoven with

other that made the problem more complicate among our participants.

10.2 Their Socialized Value Concept

As what is stated in the definition of compensated dating, material or money is
the major concern for the transaction. There is no love, loyalty, personality
consideration, life-long commitment between both of the transaction parties. Most of
the participants believed that compensated dating offered the most convenient and
efficient way to earn quick money. The main reasons when starting compensated
dating is for material and money advantages. They perceived that compensated dating

can “earn most with the least effort”. Some regarded compensated dating as no
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much different from normal social activities that involve just film watching or dining

out, shopping, karaoke singing and friend making that cause no lost.

In fact, the value concepts of the teenagers are developed through socialization
and their interaction with people or environment. Especial when adult go crazy in
stock market, and show off the material goods to represent their success. This can be
witness in the wordings of the participants like, “I earn over a thousand dollars in one
hour that my friends working in McDonalds cannot gain for one whole day work!”
The sense of “face” was also developed with the ability to buy and show the branded

goods in front of the friends, and pay for food and entertainment for friends. “My

friends should respect me. I pay for their entertainment!”

Participants used a lot of money in buying clothing, smart phones, cosmetics, etc.
These are commodities they have long looking for. Contrary to most people’s
expectation, even they used a large sum of money in the above commodities; most of
the things they bought are of average price instead of very luxury brands. As what
they said, “T just buy things as I wished. I don’t care much about the price.” They
bought things that are familiar to themselves and their friends instead of the
unfamiliar luxury branded goods in order that they can show off in front of their

friends. The owning of symbolic goods to improve personal visibility is their prime

concern.

The value concepts of the participant’s family members also matter. The double
standard of value concepts from the parents like, “don’t show your genuine personal
information on the internet”, “better marry a rich man” etc, and the quick-fix culture
are greatly contrary to traditional Chinese values of honesty, frugality and

hard-working. All these cause a lot of dilemma and ambivalence to the participants.
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10.3 Problem Solving Ability

In several cases, the participants lack the methods to solve their problems or
unable to think in an alternative way. Some would even resort to the very passive or

pessimistic methods in reacting to their problems. There are many reasons for their

lack of proper methods:

The lack of support system: It may be due to the fact that they have a poor
relationship with their family members. Some consider the fact that their parents are
also facing with financial difficulties and so, don’t want to trouble their parents. There
is always the thinking that, “It is too annoying to talk to the parents”, or “My family
also in debt. They can’t help!” So when they lack money, they demanded earning
money through ‘trading’ with patrons. Selling the body seems to be their only resort

to deal with the debt.

In order to look for the recognition from the peers, some participant participated
in compensated dating because they have the close friends already doing it or
persuading them to do so. “It looks weird if I don’t go alone with my friends to do the
transaction!” Inasmuch as if they don’t follow the trend, he or she may seems all of a
kind and hence be isolated. Accordingly, they are coerced into earning money by

compensated dating under peer pressure.

Most participants tend either to over-estimate their problem solving ability or
under-estimate the risk in the transaction. They believed that they have prepared
enough like, “I can run away if there is any situation”, “It is only a dinner, nothing to
worry about”, “I have done the safety precautions”. But in actual situation, they often
faced with seduction, or forced to do the unwilling sex act. So, before they faced with

any problem encountering with the customer, they tend to consider compensated
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dating as an ordinary part time job instead of one of prostitution. They think
compensated dating to be a casual job which is lack of restriction and can be quitted at

anytime,

Internet is very well-developed in Hong Kong society. Yet, the lack of
cautiousness about internet risks causes a lot of problem to the participants. They
believed that it is covert to do most things on the internet, but in fact, their personal
information was easily discovered by their customers. “I cannot believe it! They (the
customer) can unveil my information in such a short time!” Sometimes, their
transaction was also video taped by the customer and was threaten to keep on doing

compensated dating or have their information circulated on the internet.

10.4 Sex Attitude

(1) With reference to their sex attitude, A) since they already have many previous
sexual encounters or have premarital sex with the previous dating partners, it seems
alright for them to have sex with the customer with money. Some consider
compensated dating as an ordinary dating activity instead of one of prostitution. Even
the nature is similar to prostitute, they believed themselves to be higher class. B)
during the developmental period of the adolescent, some participant declared that they
have curiosity both about sex, and the opposite sex. They felt no regret to have sex
with the stranger because it is their intention to try. The only problem is that they were
suffered with other relating but unwanted consequences like pregnancy. C) The
distortion of moral and values of our society. Nowadays, the physical boundaries
between males and female become blurred as they have more opportunities to

approach sex scene without proper guidance. Some believed that it is no big deal to be
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touched or even have vigorous sex with the customers. Some regard it as no more earning a sense of belonging with the peers. “I have never been praised by other like

difference between making love and playing ball game. the customers do to me! I feel really happy.”

(2) With reference to their attitude toward intimate relation, A) Some try compensated
dating to get hugs from her patrons that made them felt cozy and being cared for.
However, they are sometimes mixed up intimacy with caring and enjoyed in this false
relationship. B) They developed a negative perception toward men after the
transaction. They think that most of the customers are bad to buy sex when they
already have either the girl friend or wife but still shopping for sex. At the same time,
they believe it a habit of men to have sex urge and hence the request from men for sex
is normal. C) Some think that compensated dating is only a normal social activity, and
a means of maintaining relationship. “They just touch and hug me. There is nothing to
upset with!” It is normal to receive the contribution from the customers as well as
enhancing social skills and the personal esteem through interacting with men from
' different backgrounds. Of course, most do not envisage the problems and

consequences if involved in this prurient deal.

10.5 Self Identity

Most of the participants are found to have negative self identity. They used to

have negative comment about themselves whether about their appearance, academic
achievement, personal ability, etc. They are neither praised with success nor closely
cared with due to misconducts in school. They felt themselves as “invisible” at home,
in school or even among friends. Yet, the ability to develop a positive self identity is

very important to the youths because it can have the effect in affirming their

self-worth and self-esteem. By involving in compensated dating, they got praise from

the customers or getting praise from their peers (by owning brand-name luxuries), and

: 110
clanlE!l ‘Q.“.‘QO*W@G‘O&.G.

= 111
clAIR-EJ ......O........ C X X

T E—



s

7 ' A=y
B
I 0000000000000000000 %ﬁﬁﬁg&

C.A.R.E. Project

RS<%E
..O.Q@GOOQ”"’QQ.‘ SRR A e s et

C.A.R.E. Project

11. Conclusion

The results of this study identified a few major reasons that lead to their
participation in compensated dating. 1) The inability of the family to offer sufficient

care and support and even lead to the development of low self esteem among the

participants is one of the reasons that lead to their participation in compensated dating.

2) The materialistic and quick-fix culture in our society cause a lot of urge among the
youth to crave for money and branded goods. 3) The double standard of our value
nowadays make the youths feel confusing. The endorsement of materialistic value has
a contradictory effect to their conventional Chinese value in frugality. Together with
the double standard of sexuality on youth and adult, teenagers become doubtful about
what is really right. 4) The inability to get recognition and feel competence in the
daily activities (in family and particularly in school) of the teenagers also affects their
development and self-concept. 5) The convenience, covert nature and versatility of the
internet information further facilitate the development of compensated dating through

the communication in such forums.

111 Family factors :

Most of the participants in this study were identified with relatively low self
esteemn and poor relationship with their family members due to certain level of
under-functioning of the family. Especially there are some participants experienced
different level of harm or abuse came from the family members or relatives. Among
they are the negative emotional expression from the parents, being ignored, scolding,
physical or even sexual abused. Even that the abusive issue was handled practically in

before, most expressed to have unresolved emotional effect remained. These
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experiences develop a negative self worth on the client and also a serious effect about

their involvement in compensated dating.

11.2 The teenagers who participated in compensated dating :

(1) Difficulty in refraining from the material attractions of the society.

Almost all participants recognized the fact that compensated dating offered
them the most convenient and efficient way to earn quick money. “It needs little
investment to get that handsome return!” This business need little effort and
investment and have the biggest return that they ever earn. Some used the money for
the branded goods and claimed that, “I need not worry about the price when I have to
7

shop!” This gave them a sense of achievement and can also satisfy their materialistic

pursuits. Some use the money on daily expenses and still some use the money for
entertainment like buying the online game stored-value cards. All these give them a

sense of achieving success, happiness, self-fulfillment and security.

(2) The ambivalence in the value views of sex and intimacy

Most of the participants declared that it is normal to them to have the intimate
acts like holding hands, hugging, kiss or even state nude with the strangers
(customers). At the same time, they feel bad to have these intimate acts with those
who look bad or old just because they need money. In order to compensated this
“lose’, they hope and tend to look for someone else who may look better in the next

transaction. This practice put them into the viscous circle that affects their value view

much more in the long run.
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(3) Feeling of autonomy and higher decision-making authority (3) Druguse

8 cases involved in compensated dating were identified with drug use. 4 of them
f2s penual iransadlion s nob npcessarily g partoad thi UL SXEhAER WiHlS 110 start drug use after they have participated in compensated dating to deal with their
decision-mglonganthonty-is.moein i pul'shands 5o moseteenags:s sallbelisys stress and anxiety after the transaction.  All of them started their drug use with the
as. differitt ifh Prosurie, They behess Tihsslies ) Have, M divioes a invitation from friends. Some have to continue doing compensated dating due to the

i ime. tend to believe that they can do at anytime
freedom and can quit at any time. They ten y ecd for money on drug oxpenses

they like to and can involve in different non-sexual activities such as shopping,

ingi “Part-ti irlfriend”, etc and is possible for them to keep their
karaoke singing and “Part-time Girlfriend”, e p Oy Citiissbont B adFesiomon et
regular life, including school while participating in Compensated Dating. Yet, they
can also tell that it is only part of the story. Most of the time, they were involved in This study identified that most of the participant have relatively low self worth

the unpleasant acts just because they need money. and a negative concept about themselves. Hence, the development of a higher and

successful identity through the caring and concerns from the significant adults of the

ing through the transactions . _ ‘ |
@) Hamseonng : teenagers like their parents and teachers can have the effect in preventing the

Most of the participants experienced different level of harm during or after the teenagers in participating in compensated dating.

i i both physical (like violence, pregnancy, infection of N |

transaction. The harms included both physical ( P It is found that most of the participants lack the caring and love from their family
i the pimps to continue compensated dating, etc) or . o

| LD, Elakmaties o tsmien by e pg ’ and also cannot develop a successful identity in school. Some participants were hence
| i i ike tr , flashback of negative affection, anxiety, o

prychologeat disturbance (fke frauma : resort to the world of compensated dating in order to gain the unrealistic care and

i i i i i ustomer on
ut being video shot, disclosure of personal information by the ¢ _
e : , ’ concerns from their patrons or customers.

the internet, etc).

In fact, not only the customers or the transaction process do harms to the (5) The need of the participants who are homosexual

icl ici elves also try to do the second level harm to N

partcipents The pericipants fhemsehves ’ According to the participants who are homosexual, they have experienced
If blaming, self harm, committing suicide, ran away |

femselves frongh suc st asse : different level of misunderstanding or even bullying in school. They feel annoy about

i om others, etc. . ) . ; .
orstaying sway e being teased on their sexual orientation. Some lost even confidence about the teachers

because the teachers don’t seem understand about their feeling and situation. Also

with the worry about labeling, they feel worry about talking to people like teachers
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and social workers. The inability to share and channel their feeling cause them with a
lot of stress and problem. It is important that we can have a more in-depth concern

and support to these clients with special sexual orientation concern and caring

services.

As disclosed by the male homosexual participants, they have frequent contact
with strangers on the internet forum before they are participated in compensated
dating. This also reflected their need to get care, concern and relatedness. However,
the worries about the labeling on compensated dating also make them unwilling to

look for service support.

11.3 Relationship between cyber sex activity and compensated dating :

Cyber sex and compensated dating activities became popular in this recent years
(2007, YMMSS).The versatility and popularity need to be concerned. As teenagers
become more and more attached to computer interaction, it is important that we can
develop measure that can help develop their wisdom in deciding what is appropriate
for their use and be more cautious about online traps.

(1) Be updated about the youth needs

It is always the concern of Yang Memorial Methodist Social Service about
teenage prostitution by conducting various studies and implementing different service
projects since the early 80s’. We witnessed the sex business that ran by the illegal
parties or pimps. Yet, the development of computer technology, together with the
convenience of the online service lead to the change in the sex business and these
make it easier for the teenagers to run the own sex business or compensated dating.
Also, without the control by the pimps, teenagers feel it more convenient and with

more freedom. This kind of teenage prostitution is greatly different from the past that

they need not have to know anyone with some triad background or running any sex
business. Instead, they can do it anytime, anywhere, with anyone they can contact on
the internet. Moreover, as sexual transaction is not necessarily a part of the duty
exchange while the decision-making authority is more in the teenager’s hands,
together with the fact that it is possible for the teenagers to keep their regular life.

These also enhance the motivation of the teenagers to participate in compensated

dating.

(2) Structural change in compensated dating activity

All the 6 participants in our previous study conducted in 2006 disclosed that they
have higher freedom in doing compensated dating. Yet, the situation has some change
since 2007. The emerge of “agent” or “pimp” facilitate the booming of the activity
and sex industry as well as re-exerting their control to some teenagers involved in
compensated dating. They try to post the advertisement of compensated dating on
different websites like the employment websites, exchange websites, pornographic
websites, etc. Some sex businessmen even put some guidelines on the internet for the
teenagers to know how to involve in this compensated dating activity. Some of our
participants are set up by these sex businessmen or pimps and being controlled to

keep on participating in compensated dating until they were being rescued in the

police action.

114 The general Public :

(1) The need of teenagers involved in compensated dating
Instead of just condemning the teenagers for being too materialists, it is important

also to understand the underlying needs of them like the need to be concerned and
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connection with peers and family members.

The responds collected in this study represent only some of the stories and
experiences of those we can contact in this study. It is important to have some further
knowledge of the teenagers involved in compensated dating through ongoing study
and service support. Also, in order to update our understanding and responding with
more appropriate service, it would be better to keep on questioning about what

actually happened in our society rather than simply offer an immediate conclusion on

what it is.

(2) Time for self reflection

Youths behaviour and value views are reflection of those exerted by adults. The
crazy in stock market, materialism, quick-fix culture, adultery, EMA, pornography,
unattached family relationship, etc are the common phenomena that happened among
many adults and throughout the mass media. Hence, adults need to have

self-examination and re-think about their value view and behaviour too.

(3) Public hygiene

With the high rate of sex contacts between the participants and their various
customers (as discussed in the previous part that there are 6 times increase in the cases
being served, they received over a thousand requests from the customers through
private message, have over 20 transactions within 3 months, etc), there is a high risk
in the spread of STD. Also, as there is a myth among most customers that the
teenagers participated in compensated dating are cleaner and tend to have the

transaction with unsafe sex contacts. These cause further danger to the public hygiene.
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12. Intervention and recommendations
12.1 For Parents:

(1) Develop positive communication pattern

Trust and care play very important roles in parent-child relationship development.

Half of the participants expressed that they have distant relationship with family
members and lack of good communication pattern. These greatly hinder teenagers’
development of positive self-image. It is definitely better to develop a healthy
communication pattern in the children’s early age. In daily life, parents can create an
open atmosphere to encourage children to express their own views and feelings.
Facilitating the discussion is far more important than making a conclusion with the
children. In this sense, the children can feel that they are respected and are given

opportunities to speak out.

(2) Appropriate parenting style

Parents have to aware of their own style of parenting. It’s common to see
‘Controlling’ type and ‘Loose’ type of parents. Too much or too little attention on
their children can influence the decision-making abilities and motivation of the
children. The parenting styles can also let children feel being loved to not. Therefore,
it’s crucial for the parents to aware of their own parenting, and try to strive a balance
between ‘allowing freedom’ and ‘letting them bear the responsibilities and making

decisions’.

(3) Being a role model

Children or teenagers tend to learn from parents, like how they think, feel and act.

They will unconsciously follow their parents’” ways of doing or thinking, such as some
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value concept (significance of money, associate the social status with the value of
products etc). As a result, parents should in the first place have self-reflection on their
own personal values and how they influence their children. And more importantly,
making use of comprehensive perspectives to review on daily life issues (like loving
relationships, sex, money issues, etc.) can enhance the parents in demonstrating

themselves as role models in front of their children.

(4) Replace violence with CARE and LOVE

Using all kinds of violence (ie. physical, psychological and sex) can create a
trauma to children, which have lifelong influences. It is encouraged that parents can
express their love genuinely by caring about their children’s daily life condition
(physical, psychological, social, and financial, etc.). Together with a positive

communication pattern, love can be expressed and values education can be delivered.

12.2 For Teenagers:

(1) To recognize the harmful consequences from compensated dating

Generally teenagers may not know very well on what compensated dating is. The
limited knowledge and coping skills create a first step for them to participate in such
activity. It’s very important for them to clearly recognize what compensated dating is
and its harmful consequences (physical and psychological), rather than merely

focusing on the immediate benefits or other factors.

(2) Fulfill their own developmental needs via appropriate ways
As teenagers grow, there are few significant developmental needs which they

wish to build up and fulfill: Self-image, Connectedness (with friends and opposite

sex), Competence and Autonomy. It is suggested that they can explore their own
interests through joining different kinds of activities, in which they can achieve
self-efficacy and identified their own values. Hopefully, they are able to involve in

decision-making, self-management and self-reflection.

(3) To enhance the problem-solving ability and independent thinking

In the cyberspace, there is lots of information which teenagers can reach in just
one click. But there are some which is very leading, such as the ‘Working guide of
Compensated Dating’, discussion forums, etc. Teenagers may develop a
misconception that compensated dating is a very common activity. And they would
‘normalize’ their participation. It is inevitable for teenagers to face such challenges or
contradictions in their life. It is encouraged that they can seek help from parents,
mentors, social workers or trustworthy friends, etc. We hope they are able to learn the

positive coping attitudes.

(4) To recognize their ‘Needs’ and ‘Wants’

Under the influence of mammonism, people pride themselves on possessing
branded commodities, such as handbags, mobile phones. Teenagers are inevitably
influenced by such atmosphere. However, most of the participants are not come from
rich family. They try to earn quick money and get what they ‘want’ without
concerning much on their financial ability. Superficially, they want to fulfill their
‘wants’ on materials, or sometimes, pay for the debt because of over-consumption. At
the same time, we cannot overlook what the underlying ‘needs’ they can fulfill by the
possession of such materials. For example, some participants had mentioned: ‘Money
can give me sense of security’, ‘Having money can help me maintain the connection

with friends’, ‘I enjoy being praised by my friends when I hold a branded handbag.’.
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Therefore, it’s important for the teenagers to distinguish between their ‘needs’ and

‘wants’.

(5) Positive attitudes towards gender and sex

Teenagers may misinterpret that body can be used as a money-earning tool. By
offering sexual favours, they can gain material goods, gifts or financial support, just
like ‘naming a price’ on the body. They perceive that they are more superior than the
sex workers because they have the decision-making authority. They view
compensated dating as a continuous part of making new friends. Rationalizing these
values may facilitate their continuous participation in it and hinder their normal
development on social and loving relationships. Therefore, building up a healthy and

positive attitude towards gender and sex is very crucial.

12.3 For Legal parties

(1) Formulation of related laws

There are no laws specifically focus on compensated dating at present. We are
concerning whether implementation of some more effective and specific laws to face
this issue is needed. In Taiwan, the legal parties oppose ‘Sting operation’ and
prosecute the compensated dating youths. Similar operation is also practiced in Hong
Kong presently. It is questioned that whether this is an effective way to help the
youths.
With the convenience of internet, the agents or pimps recruit the youths participate in
compensated dating. They ‘help’ them do the promotion to attract customers by
releasing posts in the discussion forums. They appear in different pages, which

include ‘friends-making’, ‘trade’, ‘job-seeking’, ‘games’ etc. They act as an active
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role to seduce youths on involving such activities. We believe that these ‘agents’ or
criminal gangs to be the focus of combating actions rather than the compensated

dating youths.

(2) Strengthen the web monitoring

There are great public concerns on youth internet addiction and accessing
pornography. With the convenience of internet, information can be circulated rapidly.
This makes the law enforcement more difficult and service gaps exist. It’s hard to
merely make use of the law to deal with the issues in the cyber world. Monitoring
work is also needed so as to resolve the loophole. It is suggested that the
establishment of specialized group by the government is needed to monitor the
information flow related to the compensated dating and to combat the pornography on

the internet. Hence, legislation review by the government is needed to be carried out.

(3) Establishment of the referral procedures

The referral sources of our project include: self-referral, family, social workers,
schools, customers and police. All of them are voluntary referral in which their
consents are acquired. But, there are still lots of compensated dating youths found in
the police operation are not reach to the appropriate and related social services. Hence,
it is hoped that the government can establish the referral procedures firmly. For
instance, some referral guidelines can be established for the police to make referrals

once they reach those youths.
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12.4 For Public

The social culture is greatly influenced by the mammonism which creates the
double standards of materialism and casual sex. It’s important for us to review our
values on money and sex. In addition, an open-minded attitude should be possessed
when we understand the phenomenon of ‘Compensated Dating’. For instance,
knowing well about the youth culture, accepting the cultural shock comes along with
this phenomenon. It is crucial for us to ‘raise questions’ rather than view it as
‘problems’ and making any immediate conclusions. Besides, families and schools also
play very important parts in this issue. So emphasis should be put in strengthening the

parenting education, and moral education in schools.

12.5 Youth workers (Social work and education industry)

(1) Establishment of specialized team

‘Compensated Dating’ is a ‘marginalizing’ social phenomenon. There is an urge
to face this 1ssue with comprehensive intervention, which is the establishment of a
specialized team to offer one-stop services to different parties. Different professionals
are needed to serve in the team, which include social workers, doctors (gynecologist,
urologist, clinical psychologist and psychiatrist), laboratory, hostels and so on. It is
not only to serve the compensated dating youths, but also their surrounding systems,
such as family members, peers, school teachers, etc. This helps consolidate the
support and client’s network. In addition, the ‘customers’ are also one of the service
targets. Some participants mentioned that their customers are married and have
children. This reflected that the ‘customers’ also have some physical and
psychological needs that have to be tackled.

With the specialized team established, it is hoped that such comprehensive
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services can fill the service gap.

(2) Strengthen the discussion among the professionals in the industry

The phenomenon of Compensated Dating started to appear in HK not more than
a decade. There are still lots of undiscovered parts need to be explored. It is suggested
that more conference can be hold to enhance the exchange of related information and
discussion. This can raise the youth workers’ sensitivity towards the issues and get the
most updated information. More importantly, different possible intervention models

can be explored.

(3) Implementation of sex education programs

Schools in Hong Kong do not emphasize much in sex education. The present
ways to teach about sex do not talk much about loving relationships and their own
values, which cannot fulfill the teenagers’ needs on self-exploration and their curiosity
on opposite sex. This may hindered their physical and psychological development.
Having comprehensive sex education programs, teenagers can have opportunities to
learn certain significant topics, such as changes in puberty, proper knowledge on sex,
legal knowledge, positive attitudes towards sex and love and the like. Teenagers are
encouraged to seek help from right ways, such as social workers, parents, teachers and
so on. In addition, education on sex equality helps promote respect on opposite sex.
As a result, it is hoped that Education Bureau and relevant parties can allocate more
resources to support comprehensive sex education and make this no more an optional

remedial work.
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(4) Strengthen the positive values and moral education

From the research, it was found that most of the participants accept to use their
body or intimate relationships in exchange of money or material goods. This reminds
us that the society is apotheosizing money but overlooking the harmful consequences
which compensated dating can bring. Hence, the most focusing ways is to nurture
positive values into teenagers’ mind, which facilitate them to have a healthy mind to

view themselves, people around, sex and life.

12.6 Scale on identifying youth’s coping ability

The five aspects of youths’ psycho-social characteristics (Please refer to the five
aspects stated in point 9) were identified to be the areas which we have to pay
attention to in order to better care the need of the teenagers. To facilitate the
understanding of the need of the teenagers, we designed ‘the Scale on identifying
youth’s coping ability’ for the schools as a reference. It may help understand the

students’ conditions and identify high-risks students.

12.7 Other areas explored

The trend of ‘Compensated Dating’ is ever changing. Some new conditions
appear, for instance, boys involved in such activities, ‘WebGirl’ (Offering ‘true man
show’ through the web cameras, like taking off the clothes, which can provoke the
customers’ sexual desire). These areas are not covered deeply in this research. Hence,

it is hoped that the related parties can probe into this area and offer more resources to

teenagers.
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13. About C.A.R.E. Project

Project Background

The trend of Compensated Dating landed in Hong Kong since 2005 when we
identified a few cases involved in the activity. In 2006, we conducted the first research

in Hong Kong studying the cause, effect and the trend of Compensated Dating.

The numbers of Compensated Dating cases rise rapidly since late 2006 with the
facilitation of the internet interaction. Teenagers originally expecting to earn easy
money were eventually involved in “selling sex” and even fell into various dangerous
traps. Some being robbed, physical hurt, raped, video taped of the transaction, and the
worst case, even murdered and dismembered. Also, pregnancy and venereal disease
are commonly found, and some may even have mental problem or resorted to drug
use and commit suicide. All these cause serious harm not only to the youth involved
but also have serious effect to public hygiene with the spread of sexually transmitted

diseases.

With increasing concern from the public, Yang Memorial Methodist Social
Service started the first pilot service, the CARE project, in Hong Kong in 2009, to
tackling the issues involved with teenage Compensated Dating. The project was then
supported by the Community Chest of Hong Kong in April 2010 for a more

comprehensive service prevision.
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| Rationale Aims of the Project
|
Ji We concern with both the physical and psychological wellbeing of the teenagers. | Itis hoped that the CARE Project can arouse the public to re-think the nature of
| |‘| Medical, counseling and other supports will be offered. We believe in a | this newly emerged commercialistic sex activity and help the public have

affected by compensated dating.

Strength-Based Approach and offer the teenagers with the sufficient opportunity to [ self-examination on their view value in order to provide a better support to those
learn, re-think, and develop so that they can choose their own path with the more i

mprehensive healthy self-identity.
comp J ? There are four major objectives to be achieved in this project:

1. Through counseling and different treatments to help the youths

Service Target of CARE Project suffered from problem related to Compensated Dating activity and to develop

| their ability to better protect themselves in the coming future.

1 ffering case counseling, developmental plan and other related support (e.g. - .
) Lfisring wese . : P ii. To develop a more healthy self identity through training of various

ical, legal, financial) for the youths under 24 who have been involved in B
| medical, leg ) * skills and abilities such as social skills, problem solving skills, assertiveness

Compensated Dating. o .
P g training, financial management, etc.

i 2) Educational and support services for the parents, sex partners and peers of the 1ii. To eradicate the misconceptions from publics towards the youths

youths who have been involved in Compensated Dating. engaged in ‘Compensated Dating’ and to let the public having a more caring

view toward the teenagers;

i Educational and support services (public education, lecture courses and research) . . ) ) )
1€ 2 PP ® iv. To promote a better social environment through public education and

e students, teachers, helping professions and the public on the issue of _ _ _ .
for th HE B P supportive service to the public. Also, we make recommendations to handle the

t ting. S ’
Compensated Dating factors contributing to ‘Compensated Dating’.

Enquiry

Email : careproject@yang.org.hk

CARE Hotline : 2332 0969

Agency: Yang Memorial Methodist Social Service
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